Leighton Buzzard Athletic Club

(Founded 1976)

Rules and Constitution (revised November 2006)

Title

The name of the Club shall be Leighton Buzzard Athletic Club, hereinafter referred to as “the Club”.

Affiliation

The Club shall at all times be affiliated to Bedfordshire County AAA and The South of England Athletic Association.

Objects

(a) The Club shall provide an approved base for athletes of all ages, who are in Leighton Buzzard and surrounding areas.

(b) The Club should encourage and promote all aspects of athletics within the area.

(c) The Club should provide as many facilities as possible, for the furtherance of athletics.

(d) The Club should not be a profit-making organisation, apart from the establishment of a secure financial base, or for the purpose of expansion or provision of facilities. 

Membership

Any individual may be a member of the Club, on full payment of the appropriate subscription subject to the approval of the Committee for the time being, and have equal rights with any other member.

Membership cannot commence until the appropriate form of application has been completed in full and signed, payment of subscription made, and the formal approval of the Committee obtained.

A parent or legal guardian must approve membership for all applicants under the age of eighteen.

Membership categories may be set at a general meeting and should reflect the best interests of the Club.

Subscriptions

All members shall pay a subscription as agreed at the Annual General Meeting. Such subscriptions are payable on application by the Treasurer and shall be due on 1st January each year.

Any member who has a subscription unpaid at 31st March shall be asked to make payment by 30th April. Failure to respond by this date shall be interpreted as cessation of membership. That member will be unable to join another Affiliated Club for two years, unless they formally resign from the Club with effect from 30th September.

Bank Account

The Club funds are to be kept in a bank account as designated by the Committee and managed by the Treasurer.

Funds on Cessation

In the event of the Club ceasing to exist as a viable athletics club, the funds and other properties of the Club, shall be applied to further the objects of the Club, and at no time are they to be distributed to present or past members.

The Financial Accounts

The annual accounts are to be prepared annually to the 31st December by the Treasurer and presented to the Annual General Meeting, together with an audit certificate duly signed by a responsible person independent of the Club.
Constitution

The management of the Club shall be deputed to a Committee, which shall consist of

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Club Captain, Junior Section Representative, and Publicity Officer. Other members may attend any Committee meeting by informing the Honorary Secretary beforehand. The Committee may appoint sub-committees from the membership, for a specific purpose.

Any four of the above attending at a properly convened meeting shall form a quorum.

The above Committee to be elected at the Annual General Meeting.

The Committee shall have the power to fill by co-option any vacancy that may occur between Annual General Meetings.

The Committee shall meet at such times as may be deemed necessary for the purpose of conducting the general business of the Club in a satisfactory manner.

Annual General Meeting

There shall be an Annual General Meeting of the Club each year, to be held on a date and time decided by the Committee, but within three months of the financial year-end for the following purposes:

(a) To receive the Treasurer’s Report, Balance Sheet and Statement of Accounts for the immediately preceding year.

(b) To elect a President and Vice Presidents, who shall hold office for one year or until the following Annual General Meeting.

(c) To elect a Committee as set out above under “Constitution”.

(d) To receive a report on all the activities of the Club in the previous 

      financial year.

(e) To set subscriptions for the following year commencing 1st January.

(f) To deal with any other business as set out on the Notice convening the Annual General Meeting.

Notice of Annual General Meeting

Notice of such Meeting shall be sent to every member of the Club at least fourteen days before the date of the Meeting.

All resolutions to be considered, having had the approval of the Committee, shall be set out in the Notice convening the Meeting.

Any other resolution should be handed to the Secretary before 31st August, prior to the Annual General Meeting, and this will be set out in the Notice convening the Meeting.

Nominations for Officers, members of the Committee, the President and Vice-Presidents may be made prior to, or during the Meeting, but must have the approval of the Nominee and be proposed and seconded by fully paid up members of the Club.

Extra-Ordinary General Meeting

The Committee may call an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting by giving every member at least seven days Notice, and the purpose for such Meeting must be detailed in the Notice.

The Committee shall convene an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting within 28 days of a request being received, from at least 20 members over the age of 16 (or 25% of the voting membership).

Voting

At a General Meeting all fully paid up members over the age of sixteen years shall have one vote.

The Chairman of the Meeting shall have a casting vote.

No voting by proxy shall be allowed.

Alteration to Rules and Constitution

The Rules and Constitution may only be altered at a General or Extra-Ordinary Meeting, and to succeed the change must be supported by at least two thirds of those present and entitled to vote.

Club Colours

The Club colours shall be purple vests with yellow side panels, together with shorts to match. Any change to these colours should be agreed by a General Meeting of the Club and notified to the County and regional Association.

Child Protection Policy
There will be at all times a current and updated Child Protection Policy in place for inspection by any member, or in the case of a member under 18 by their parent or legal Guardian.

General
Any matter not provided for in these Rules and Constitution, shall be dealt with by the Committee for the time being, and it has no power to delegate this authority.
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